


          PROCLAMATION 

 
NATIONAL BETA CLUB WEEK 

 
WHEREAS:            On March 5, 1973, President Richard M. Nixon signed a  
                                    proclamation recognizing the first National Beta Club Week; and              
 
WHEREAS:  The National Beta Club is committed to providing a positive  
                                    experience to students in schools; and                      
 
WHEREAS:  The organization has helped nearly seven million students learn 
                                      how to make a life for themselves and has awarded over $5 million 
                                    in scholarships; and 
  
WHEREAS:              The National Beta Club has successfully promoted the positive  
                                      ideals of  “Leadership, Character, Service and Achievement” Club; 
                                    and  
                                       
WHEREAS:              The members of the Junior Beta Club of Morrow Elementary  
                                    School have proven themselves to be shining examples for our 
                                    nation’s largest non-profit, educational organization. 
                                      
 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, I, Jeffrey A. DeTar, Mayor of the City of Morrow 
invite all citizens to recognize March 6 thru 10, 2017 as National Beta Club 
Week and share, with pride, our congratulations to all members of the 
Junior Beta Club from Morrow Elementary.  
 
 In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set my hand and caused the Seal  

of the City of Morrow to be affixed this 28th day of February, 2017. 

 
 
 
        __________________ 
              Jeffrey A. DeTar, Mayor  
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CITY OF MORROW 

Planning & Zoning Board Meeting 

1500 Morrow Road - Morrow, GA  30260 
February 21, 2017                     Minutes                                            6:30 pm                                                                        

 

CALL TO ORDER:   Chair Gilda Hutcheson 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: All 
MOMENT OF SILENCE:  Chair Gilda Hutcheson 
    
1. ROLL CALL  

Chair                         Gilda Hutcheson 
Vice Chair                 Wayne Collins 
Member             Joyce Bean  
Member             Tamara Patridge (excused absence) 
Member             Aaron Mauldin 
Secretary                   Marti Tracy (excused absence) 
City Clerk                  Yasmin Julio  

 

2. APPROVAL OF MEETING AGENDA:   

 

Chair Gilda Hutcheson called for a motion to approve the meeting agenda. 
MOTION AND VOTE: Joyce Bean made a motion to approve the agenda, seconded by 
Wayne Collins. The motion passed unanimously.  

 
 

3. CONSENT AGENDA:   
 
Approval of January 17, 2017 Meeting Minutes.  
 
Chair Gilda Hutcheson called for a motion to approve the Consent Agenda 
MOTION AND VOTE: Wayne Collins made a motion to approve the Consent Agenda, 
seconded by Aaron Mauldin. The motion passed unanimously. 
 

 

4. PUBLIC HEARING: 

 
To review the ordinance proposal, receive public comment and determine by vote 

the Board’s recommendation to Mayor & Council regarding the amending of the 

Zoning Ordinance as it relates to Fireworks Stands and Accessory Uses.  

 

No comments were presented by members of the public. 
 
Board Member Aaron Mauldin questioned the use of the words “small” and 
“restricted” in the definition section of the ordinance, stating the words were too 
vague. He also suggested that the word “Storage” should be listed as “Outdoor 
Storage” in the definitions. 
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Aaron Mauldin made a motion to recommend approval of the ordinance with 
consideration of the verbiage concerns to the Mayor and Council; seconded by 
Wayne Collins. The motion passed unanimously. 

  
 
6.          GENERAL DISCUSSION 
    
                         Topics included Maaco A.D.A. ramp, former Azteca Grill progress for opening  
                         and Community Improvement District discussion status & former Red Roof Inn.  
 
7.          ADJOURNMENT 

 

Chair Gilda Hutcheson called for a motion to adjourn the meeting. Aaron Mauldin made 
a motion to adjourn the meeting, seconded by Wayne Collins. The motion passed 
unanimously. Finding no further business to discuss, Chair Gilda Hutcheson adjourned 
the meeting at 6:51 PM. 
 

 

Approved this 21st day of March 2017. 
. 
 
 
Attest: 
     ______________________________ 
     Chairperson 
 
 
________________________ 
Secretary 
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STATE OF GEORGIA 

CITY OF MORROW 

ORDINANCE NO. 2017-03 

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND SECTIONS 9-4-6 AND SECTIONS 402 (“DEFINITIONS”), 

601 (“ACCESSORY USES OR STRUCTURES”), 910 (“BG GENERAL BUSINESS 

DISTRICT”) AND 911 (“LM LIGHT MANUFACTURING DISTRICT”) OF APPENDIX A 

(“ZONING ORDINANCE”) OF THE CODE OF ORDINANCES, CITY OF MORROW, 

GEORGIA REGARDING ESTABLISHMENT OF DEFINITIONS REGARDING 

CONSUMER FIREWORKS AND STORAGE AND REGULATION OF CONSUMER 

FIREWORKS, ACCESSORY USES AND STORAGE; TO PROVIDE FOR CODIFICATION; 

TO PROVIDE FOR SEVERABILITY; TO REPEAL CONFLICTING ORDINANCES; TO 

PROVIDE AN EFFECTIVE DATE; AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES. 

 WHEREAS, the duly elected governing authority of the City of Morrow, Georgia (the 

“City”) is the Mayor and Council thereof; and 

WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council have, as a part of planning, zoning and growth 

management, been in review of the City's zoning ordinances and have been studying the City's 

best estimates and projections of the type of development which could be anticipated within the 

City; and 

 WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council, therefore, consider it paramount that land use 

regulation continue in the most orderly and predictable fashion with the least amount of 

disturbance to landowners and to the citizens of the City.  The Mayor and Council have always 

had a strong interest in growth management so as to promote the traditional police power goals 
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of health, safety, morals, aesthetics and the general welfare of the community; and in particular 

the lessening of congestion on City streets, security of the public from crime and other dangers, 

promotion of health and general welfare of its citizens, protection of the aesthetic qualities of the 

City including access to air and light, and facilitation of the adequate provision of transportation 

and other public requirements; and 

 WHEREAS, it is the belief of the Mayor and Council that the concept of “public 

welfare” is broad and inclusive; that the values it represents are spiritual as well as physical, 

aesthetic as well as monetary; and that it is within the power of the City “to determine that a 

community should be beautiful as well as healthy, spacious as well as clean, well balanced as 

well as carefully patrolled.”  Kelo v. City of New London, 545 U.S. 469 (2005); Berman v. 

Parker, 348 U.S. 26 (1954).  It is also the opinion of the City that “general welfare” includes the 

valid public objectives of aesthetics, conservation of the value of existing lands and buildings 

within the City, making the most appropriate use of resources, preserving neighborhood 

characteristics, enhancing and protecting the economic well-being of the community, facilitating 

adequate provision of public services, and the preservation of the resources of the City; and 

 WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council are, and have been interested in, developing a 

cohesive and coherent policy regarding certain uses in the City, and have intended to promote 

community development through stability, predictability and balanced growth, which will further 

the prosperity of the City as a whole; and 

WHEREAS, on May 5, 2015, the Governor of the State of Georgia signed into law, 

House Bill 110, which became effective on July 1, 2015, amending applicable chapters of the 
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Georgia Code relating to the regulation of consumer fireworks and the role of local governments 

in regulating and prohibiting the sale and use of consumer fireworks; and 

WHEREAS, on April 26, 2016, the Governor of the State of Georgia signed into law, 

House Bill 727, which became effective on April 26, 2016, amending applicable chapters of the 

Georgia Code relating to the regulation of consumer fireworks and the role of local governments 

in regulating and prohibiting the sale and use of consumer fireworks; and 

 WHEREAS, House Bills 110 and 727, contain provisions regarding the sale of consumer 

fireworks in Consumer Fireworks Retail Sales Facilities (“Facilities”) and Consumer Fireworks 

Retail Sales Stands (“Stands”); and 

 WHEREAS, the City must determine, pursuant to its powers to zone businesses within 

its city limits, the most appropriate locations in which such Facilities and Stands can exist; and 

 WHEREAS, currently, the City’s zoning ordinance contains no provisions regarding the 

location of such Facilities and Stands within city limits; and 

 WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council find it desirable and in the interest of the health, 

safety, and welfare of the citizens of the City to amend certain provisions of the City’s Zoning 

Ordinance and Licensing and Regulation Ordinance to regulate matters including but not limited 

to the location of and licensure of such Facilities and Stands. 

 BE IT AND IT IS HEREBY ORDAINED BY THE GOVERNING AUTHORITY 

OF THE CITY OF MORROW, GEORGIA, and by the authority thereof:  
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 Section 1. That the Code of Ordinances, City of Morrow, Georgia is hereby amended 

by inserting definitions of “Consumer Fireworks,” “Consumer Fireworks Retail Sales Facilities,” 

and “Consumer Fireworks Retail Sales Stands,” after the paragraph establishing the definition of 

“Condominium” and before the paragraph establishing the definition of “Courtyard” in Section 

402 (“Definitions”) of Article IV (“Interpretation and Definitions”) of Appendix A (“Zoning 

Ordinance”) and inserting the following text to read and to be codified as follows: 

“Consumer Fireworks. Any small fireworks devices containing restricted amounts of 
pyrotechnic composition, designed primarily to produce visible or audible effects by combustion, 
that comply with the construction, chemical composition, and labeling regulations of the United 
States Consumer Product Safety Commission as provided for in Parts 1500 and 1507 of Title 16 
of the Code of Federal Regulations, the United States Department of Transportation as provided 
for in Part 172 of Title 49 of the Code of Federal Regulations, and the American Pyrotechnics 
Association as provided for in the 2001 American Pyrotechnics Association Standard 87-1, and 
additionally shall mean Roman candles.  The definition of Consumer Fireworks shall have the 
same meaning as set forth in O.C.G.A. § 25-10-1 and National Fire Protection Association Code 
(“NFPA”) 1124 should that definition differ from the definition in this subsection. 
 
Consumer Fireworks Retail Sales Facility.  The definition of Consumer Fireworks Retail Sales 
Facility shall have the same meaning as set forth in O.C.G.A. § 25-10-1 and NFPA 1124. 
 
Consumer Fireworks Retail Sales Stand.  The definition of Consumer Fireworks Retail Sales 
Facility shall have the same meaning as set forth in O.C.G.A. § 25-10-1 and NFPA 1124.” 
 

Section 2. That the Code of Ordinances, City of Morrow, Georgia is hereby amended 

by inserting Section 9-4-6 (“Consumer Fireworks Retail Sales Stands”) into Article A, 

(“Miscellaneous Regulations”) of Chapter 4, (“Miscellaneous Regulations”), of Title 9 

(“Licensing and Regulation”)  and  inserting the following text to read and to be codified as 

follows: 

“Sec. 9-4-6. - Consumer Fireworks Retail Sales Stands. 
 

a. The City fire marshal shall issue licenses for the operation of Consumer Fireworks 
Retail Sales Stands, as that term is defined in Sec. 402 of Appendix A of this code. 
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b. A maximum of two (2) active city-issued licenses for the operation of a Consumer 
Fireworks Retail Sales Stand shall exist at one time.  Such licenses are available on a first-come, 
first-served basis.” 
 
 Section 3. That the Code of Ordinances, City of Morrow, Georgia is hereby amended 

by inserting the definition of “NFPA 1124” after the paragraph establishing the definition of 

“Natural state” and before the paragraph establishing the definition of “Non-conforming use or 

structure” in Section 402 (“Definitions”) of Article IV (“Interpretation and Definitions”) of 

Appendix A (“Zoning Ordinance”) and inserting the following text to read and to be codified as 

follows: 

“NFPA 1124.  The definition of NFPA 1124 shall have the same meaning as set forth in 
O.C.G.A. § 25-10-1.” 
 

Section 4.  That the Code of Ordinances, City of Morrow, Georgia is hereby amended by 

inserting the definition of “Storage” after the paragraph establishing the definition of “Stable, 

public” and before the paragraph establishing the definition of “Story” in Section 402 

(“Definitions”) of Article IV (“Interpretation and Definitions”) of Appendix A (“Zoning 

Ordinance”), and inserting the following text to read and to be codified as follows: 

“Storage.  All buildings and structures used primarily for the keeping or sheltering of goods, 

merchandise, and products.” 

Section 5. That the Code of Ordinances, City of Morrow, Georgia is hereby amended 

by adding a new subsection 8 to Section 601(“Accessory uses or structures”) of Article VI 

(“General Provisions”) of Appendix A (“Zoning Ordinance”) and  inserting the following text to 

read and to be codified as follows: 

“8.  In no event shall Consumer Fireworks Retail Sales Facilities or Consumer Fireworks 

Retail Sales Stands be permitted as an accessory use in any district.” 
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Section 6. That the Code of Ordinances, City of Morrow, Georgia is hereby amended 

by deleting the existing text under “Accessory Uses,” in Section 910 (“BG General Business 

district”) of Article IX (“Schedule of District Regulations”) of Appendix A (“Zoning 

Ordinance”) and inserting the following text to read and to be codified as follows:  

“Storage meeting the following conditions: 
a. Such Storage is not visible from the right-of-way. 
b. Such Storage is limited to no more than sixty (60) calendar days at one time and no 

more than three (3) times per year. 
c. Such Storage is approved by the city manager or his or her designee.” 

 
Section 7.  That the Code of Ordinances, City of Morrow, Georgia is hereby amended by 

inserting the permitted uses “Consumer Fireworks Retail Sales Facilities,” and “Consumer 

Fireworks Retail Sales Stands, as regulated by Title 9 (“Licensing and Regulation”), Chapter 4 

(“Miscellaneous Regulations”), Article A (“Miscellaneous Regulations”), sec. 9-4-6 of this 

code” after “Cold storage, ice plants and freezer lockers”, and before “Dairy plants and ice cream 

manufacturing” under “Permitted uses” in Section 911 (“LM Light manufacturing district”) of 

Article IX (“Schedule of District Regulations”) of Appendix A (“Zoning Ordinance”).  

Section 8. That the Code of Ordinances, City of Morrow, Georgia is hereby amended 

by inserting new language under “Space limits,” to follow “Maximum ground coverage: 60 

percent,” in Section 911 (“LM Light manufacturing district”), of Article IX (“Schedule of 

District Regulations”) of Appendix A (“Zoning Ordinance”) to read and to be codified as 

follows: 

“For Consumer Fireworks Retail Sales Stands and Consumer Fireworks Retail Sales Facilities 

only: Minimum distance from right-of-way: 30 feet from right-of-way.” 
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Section 9.  The preamble of this Ordinance shall be considered to be and is hereby 

incorporated by reference as if fully set out herein. 

 Section 10.  

(a) It is hereby declared to be the intention of the Mayor and Council that all sections, 

paragraphs, sentences, clauses and phrases of this Ordinance are or were, upon their enactment, 

believed by the Mayor and Council to be fully valid, enforceable and constitutional. 

 (b) It is hereby declared to be the intention of the Mayor and Council that, to the greatest 

extent allowed by law, each and every section, paragraph, sentence, clause or phrase of this 

Ordinance is severable from every other section, paragraph, sentence, clause or phrase of this 

Ordinance.  It is hereby further declared to be the intention of the Mayor and Council that, to the 

greatest extent allowed by law, no section, paragraph, sentence, clause or phrase of this 

Ordinance is mutually dependent upon any other section, paragraph, sentence, clause or phrase 

of this Ordinance. 

 (c) In the event that any phrase, clause, sentence, paragraph or section of this Ordinance 

shall, for any reason whatsoever, be declared invalid, unconstitutional or otherwise 

unenforceable by the valid judgment or decree of any court of competent jurisdiction, it is the 

express intent of the Mayor and Council that such invalidity, unconstitutionality or 

unenforceability shall, to the greatest extent allowed by law, not render invalid, unconstitutional 

or otherwise unenforceable any of the remaining phrases, clauses, sentences, paragraphs or 

sections of the Ordinance and that, to the greatest extent allowed by law, all remaining phrases, 

clauses, sentences, paragraphs and sections of the Ordinance shall remain valid, constitutional, 

enforceable, and of full force and effect. 
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 Section 11.  All ordinances and parts of ordinances in conflict herewith are hereby 

expressly repealed. 

 Section 12.  Penalties in effect for violations of the Zoning Ordinance of the City of 

Morrow at the time of the effective date of this Ordinance shall be and are hereby made 

applicable to this Ordinance and shall remain in full force and effect.  

 Section 13.  The effective date of this Ordinance shall be the date of adoption unless 

otherwise specified herein. 

 

 ORDAINED this 28th day of February, 2017. 

       

[SIGNATURES CONTINUED TO NEXT PAGE] 
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CITY OF MORROW, GEORGIA 

 

      ___________________________________ 
JEFFREY A DETAR, Mayor 

ATTEST: 

 

__________________________________ 
YASMIN JULIO, City Clerk 

 

APPROVED AS TO FORM: 

 

___________________________________ 

STEVE FINCHER, City Attorney 
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